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KANSAS CLIMATE  
March 2020 

 

 Highlights 
 

ü U.S. Drought Monitor indicated continuing areas of abnormally dry (D0), moderate drought (D1), severe drought 
(D2) in parts of western Kansas.  

 

ü Statewide March precipitation was generally above average, ranking 94 out of 126. 

 
ü Statewide March temperatures were above average, ranking 111 out of 126. 

 

ü April  outlook: slight chance of above normal temperature or equal chance above/below normal; slight chance of 
above normal precipitation or equal chance above/below normal.  

 

ü Drought Outlook favors long-term reduction or removal of drought from the state.  

 
 

 

 General Drought Conditions  
 
The U.S. Drought Monitor indicated dry and drought conditions in parts of western Kansas at the beginning of the month. 

There has been no change in drought or dry conditions over the month of March. The condition at the end of the month is 

shown below in Figure 1.  Change in drought classification over the month is also shown.   
 

Figure 1.  U.S. Drought Monitor Maps of Drought status 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 More information can be found on the U.S. Drought  

 Monitor web site https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/. 

 

https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/
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 Climate Summary 

Figure 2 and Figure 3 below summarize observed precipitation and temperature, respectively, for the month using the 

PRISM dataset available at http://www.prism.oregonstate.edu/6month/. Additional state maps are available through the 

KSU Weather Data Library at http://climate.k-state.edu/maps/monthly/. 
 

Figure 2. Monthly Precipitation maps 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Figure 3. Monthly Temperature Maps 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

http://www.prism.oregonstate.edu/6month/
http://climate.k-state.edu/maps/monthly/
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  Outlooks 

 

 

Figure 4.  Drought Outlooks 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Figure 5. Next Month Precipitation and Temperature Outlooks 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Figure 6. Three Month Precipitation and Temperature Outlooks 
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 Water Supply 

Reservoir Storage 

Figure 7 provides the volume of the normal pool and flood pool filled in federal reservoirs in Kansas. The location and uses 

of the reservoirs are shown in Figure 8. 
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Streamflow Conditions  

WaterWatch summarizes streamflow conditions in a region (state or hydrologic unit) in terms of the long-term typical 

condition at stream gages in the region. In general, a streamflow which is greater than the 75 percentile is considered above 

normal, a streamflow which is between 25 and 75 percentiles is considered normal and a streamflow which is less than the 
25 percentile is considered below normal. Color codes are for basins with streamflow averages less than 25 percent of 

historic values. This comparison aids in evaluating water resources conditions for a time period. A summary of flooding in 

is found later in this report.  Figure 9 summarizes streamflow. 
 

Figure 9. Monthly streamflow compared to historical streamflow 
 

 
 

 

 

Minimum Desirable Streamflow: Low flows may be reflected at gage locations when the flow does not reach Minimum 

Desirable Streamflow (MDS). MDS requirements are in place to ensure base flows in certain streams to protect existing 

water rights and to meet in-stream water uses related to water quality, fish and wildlife and recreation. The Kansas 
Department of Agriculture, Division of Water Resources monitors 23 streams and rivers at 33 locations for minimum 

desirable streamflow. When flows drop below an established threshold, pumping restrictions are imposed on permits or 

water rights granted after the minimum desirable streamflow provision was made into law in 1984.   

 
The table below notes locations of concern including those below MDS.  

 

Streamflows as of April 6, 2020       

Gaging Station 

Current 

Flow 

Apr 

MDS Comment 

Rattlesnake Creek near Macksville 6 10 
No surface water diversions junior to 
MDS above gage 

Rattlesnake Creek near Zenith 27 15 
No surface water diversions junior to 
MDS above gage 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


